The other 32 patients (29%) had no evidence of an effusion either at presentation or on follow-up. They were slightly younger, but there was no significant difference in the sex, duration of symptoms, presenting features or incidence ofpredisposing factors between this group and those with an effusion.
There was however a difference in the limitation of movement (Table  II) (1975) who showed that the appearance is related to lateral rotation and abduction of the hip. In our study only six hips showed bulging of the lateral plane, and it was only seen clearly in two-thirds of our cases. We found no difference in lateral displacement of the head between the affected and unaffected hips. (Fig. 3) . We suggest that ultrasound rather than radiography should be used in the initial assessment of irritable hips up to the age of eight years (Fig. 4) . This would reduce the number of radiographs by 75%. Further review depends upon the presence of symptoms and of the effusion at 10 days (Fig. 4) 
